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DESCRIPTION ~~ 1 (Check One) 

I 1 N G  I L L 1  IIOllS - A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Desc r ip t ion  I 

Ly Exce l i on?  Good Fair  Oatsriorstod R u i n s  U Unoxposod 
CONDITION -- 

The I iaxal l  house is a t h r e e - s t o r y ,  I ta l . inn  V i l l a  s t y l e  s t r u c t u r e  o 
sandstone-colored s t u c c o ,  scored t o  i m i t a t e  a s h l a r .  There i s  a p r o j e c t i o n  
f o r  tlic f u l l  he igh t  oT the  bu i ld ing  i n  the c e n t e r  o f  the en t r ance  facade.  
Oil Lhc f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l  is a  r a i s e d  p o r t i c o  wi th  arched openings,  supportcd 
by four  f l u t e d  colurni~s w i t h  c a p i t a l s  composed of a  s imple necking,  an egg- 
and-dar t  p a t t ~ ! r ~ ~ c d  ccllinus, and a  f l a t  abacus. The p o r t i c o  has  a  panel led  
e ~ ~ i a b l a t u r e  wi th  a  d e n t i l e d  co rn ice .  Two l a r g e  p i l a s t e r s  f l a n k  a  recess  
which l eads  t o  the  f r o n t  door.  The r e c e s s  i s  framed by a n  e l l i p t i c a l  a r c h ,  
s i d e l i g h t s ,  and p i l a s t e r s .  The f r o n t  door frame r e p e a t s  t h i s  des ign  i n  
walnut .  The door i t s e l f  i s  a  double one wi th  c u t g l a s s  and walnut panels .  

(Clrock Ona) 

u nltered ~1 una~terod 
(Check One) 

n Movod • originmi sito 

The house i s  crowned by a n  e l a b o r a t e ,  double-bracketed,  d e n t i l e d  
corn ice .  The f e n e s t r a t i o n  i s  continued i n t o  t h e  co rn ice  by "eyebrow" 
windows framed by s i n g l e  b racke t s .  A t  t h e  top of t h e  c e n t r a l  p r o j e c t i o n ,  
the  c o r n i c e  a r c h e s  t o  form a semi -c i r cu la r  pediment. 

D E S C R l a E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( i f  known) P H I T I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  P- 

The f e n e s t r a t i o n  of t h e  en t r ance  facade i s  symmetrical.  The 
basement windows a r e  ha l f - s i zed  with e l l i p t i c a l  a r ches  and a r c  devoid of 
ornament. The windows on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r c  double-arched u n i t s  w i th  c a s t -  
i r o n  hood mouldings, decora ted  wi th  coats-of-arms i n  t h e  c e n t e r s  and pendant3 
a t  each end. There a r e  semi -c i r cu la r  ba l con ies  w i t h  i r o n  r a i l i n g s  a t q t h e  
basesof  Lhe windows. The second f l o o r  windows a r e  s ingle-arched  w i t h  the  
same hood mouldings, but  wi thout  t h e  coats-of-arms. They have s imple t r i m  
and s tone  s i l l s .  The two windows i n  t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  correspond t o  t h e  heigh: 
and t r ea tmen t  of t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  r e spec t ive ly .  

The r i g h t  w a l l  of t h e  house is b lank except  f o r  two narrow, semi- 

c i r c u l a r  arched windows on t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r  l e v e l s  which a r e  f l u s h  
w i t h  a wing which p r o j e c t s  a t  t h i s  po in t  from t h e  house. The windows i n  
both t h e  main body o f  t h e  house and the wing a r e  semi -c i r cu la r  arched with 
hood mouldings, s imple t r i m ,  and s t o n e  s i l ls .  The c o r n i c e  cont inues  around 
the  main p a r t  of  t h e  house, bu t  not  i n t o  t h e  wing. The end w a l l  of t h e  
wing is s tuccoed "ashlar"  and i s  blank.  
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The l e f t  facade is f e n e s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  same manner as t h e  f r o n t  of  
thc  house wi th  a h a l f  basement window, s ingle-arehed  windows on the  f i r s t  
and second f l o o r s ,  and an "cyebrowl' window i n  the  co rn ice .  Tlie windows 
a r e  spaccd i n  the  c e n t e r  of t h e  facade s o  as t o  form p a i r s .  On the i i r s t  
f l o o r  l c v e l ,  t h e r e  is  one long semi -c i r cu la r  balcony f o r  both windows. A l l  
the  windows have s imple hood mouldings and s t o n e  s i l l s .  The cori i icc con- 
t i nues .  The audi tor ium en t r ance  jo ins  the  house a t  the  end of t h i s  s i d e .  

The back of Lhe house o r i g i n a l l y  had a  columned porch f o r  i t s  
e n t i r e  length  and h e i g h t .  On the  ground l e v e l ,  hacks and c a r r i a g e s  (and 
l a t e r ,  c a r s )  could d r i v e  up and unload t h e i r  passengers  under s h e l t e r .  
La rgqdoub le  doors  opened onto  t h e  porch a t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l ,  and win- 

dows gave onto  the  porch from the  second f l o o r .  The back of the house 
commanded a sp lendid  view of t h e  James River and t h e  m i l l s  a long i t s  banks. 

i n  1916, t h e  porch was e l iminated  on a l l  l c v c l s ,  
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The house is crowned by a  square  cupola wi th  double-arched 
openings on each s i d e  and a  co rn ice  on top.  

Thc s i d e w a l k , i n  f r o n t  o f  Lhe Bol l ing  Haxall house was o r i g i -  
n a l l y  paved i n  hexagonal b r i cks .  These unusual paving blocks were regarded a s  
e v i l  by some members of  the  Richmond populace, and nur ses  would l ead  t h e i r  
charges i n t o  the  g u t t e r  r a t h e r  than have them t r a v e r s e  the  b r i c k s  o f  ill omen. 

(Number a11 enlrlsa) 

RICliMOND ( i n  c i t  . )  
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

Today, t h e r e  a r e  two c a s t - i r o n ,  horse-head h i t c h i n g  p o s t s  i n  
f r o n t  of  thc house. These once s tood on C a p i t o l  S t r e e t  where they were used 
f o r  t h e  horses  of  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s .  

ENTRY NUMBER 

There i s  a  f i n e  c a s t - i r o n  fence s e t  i n  g r a n i t e  around the  f ron  
of  the  house. This iron-work i s  be l ieved  t o  have been c a s t  by George Lownes, 
who d i d  a  s i m i l a r ,  s igned fence i n  Hollywood Cemetery. 

D A T E  

INTERIOR: 
The f i r s t  f l o o r  of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of the  Haxall  house c o n s i s t s  

of a  long en t r ance  h a l l  running t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  house from t h e  f r o n t  door t o  
t h e  back porch. To t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  en t r ance  i s  a n  octagonal-shaped l i b r a r y ,  
and t o  the  l e f t  i s  a  double p a r l o u r ,  s epa ra t ed  by s l i d i n g  doors .  Beyond t h e  
l i b r a r y  on the  r ight-hand s i d e  i s  the  semi -c i r cu la r  s t a i r  h a l l  w i th  s c u l p t u r a l  
n i ches  and t h e  walnut  s t a i rway  added dur ing  D r .  W i l l i s '  r es idence .  A t  t h e  to1 
of  t h e  s t a i r w e l l  i s  a  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  dome. A t  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  house i s  a  
second h a l l  w i th  a  f i r e p l a c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h r e e ,  l a r g e  double doors  which o r i g i .  
n a l l y  opened on to  t h e  porch and now lead t o  t h e  auditor ium. 

I 

The p lan  of t h e  second f l o o r  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of  t h e  f i r s t ,  
except  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  has  been removed between t h e  double p a r l o u r  i n  o r d e r  
t o  form a  l a r g e r  room f o r  p a r t i e s  and meetings. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  d o u b l e - s p i r a l ,  walnut s t a i r c a s e  and t h e  dom 
preserved from D r .  W i l l i s '  day, t h e  panel led  walnut  wainscot ing which he added 
t o  t h e  w a l l s  of t h e  en t r ance  and s t a i r  h a l l s  a l s o  remains. The doors  and door 
frames t h a t  f a c e  i n t o  t h e  en t r ance  a r e a  a r e  panel led  and carved i n  walnut .  i 

The oc tagonal  l i b r a r y  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  has  been r e s t o r e d  t o  
i t s  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  appearance. The o r i g i n a l ,  carved ,  pinlc marble mantel 
i s  complemented by a pa t t e rned  c e i l i n g  pa in ted  i n  s u b t l e  browns, b e i g e s ,  pinks 
and greens .  The w a l l s  a r e  pa in ted  i n  shades of  brown, be ige ,  and whi t e  t o  
i m i t a t e  pane l l ing .  There a r e  walnut ,  g l a s s - f r o n t  bookcases i n  fou r  of the  
co rne r s  of t h e  room. 

The double pa r lou r s  have e l a b o r a t e l y  carved, whi te  marble 
mantels .  The doors  and windows have wh i t e  t r i m  w i th  small c o l o n e t t e s  a t  the  I s i d e s  l ead ing  up t o  a car touche  i n  the  c e n t e r  of  an e l l i p t i c a l  a rch .  
. -. 



7. - 
same des ign  i s  uscd wi th  s l i g h t  v a r i a t i o n  For a l l  of t h e  door and window frames 
on the  f i r s t  f l o o r .  
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The r c a r  h a l l  on the  First f l o o r  has a  pink marble f i r e p l a c e  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n   lie l i b r a r y .  ' 

- 
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Thcrc i s  a cove moulding around t h e  top  of a l l  the  f i r s t  £100 
c e i l i n g s  and p l a s t e r  work around the  bases of t h e  c r y s t a l  chande l i e r s .  1 

(Numbor al l  snlrls.) 

The second f l o o r  i s  much s impler  i n  i ts  d e c o r a t i v e  t rea tment .  
The t h r e e  f i r e p l a c e s  a r e  a l l  o f  whi te  marble i n  a  s imple des ign .  The frames 
of the  doors  and windows a r e  squa red -o f f ,  no t  arched a s  on the  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  
and have only a  p l a i n  moulding. 

When r e p a i r s  and r edecora t ing  o f  t h e  c lub  were undertaken i n  
1961 and 1962, t h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  octagonal-shaped l i b r a r y  were discovered t o  
have been pa in ted  t o  s imula t e  panel ing  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry .  The c e i l -  
ing  a l s o  y i e lded  evidence of  p a i n t i n g  i n  a n  e l a b o r a t e  des ign .  The w a l l s  were 
repapered a t  f i r s t ,  bu t  i n  1965-1966, Miss Mary Wingfield S c o t t  made i t  possible  
f o r  the l i b r a r y  t o  be re turned  t o  i ts  o r i g i n a l  decor .  

I n  1965-1966, t h e  House Committee of the  c l u b  supervised  
major s t r u c t u r a l  and r edecora t ing  r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  house. The cupola was 
s t rengthened and r epa in ted ,  d e t e r i o r a t e d  co rn ice  mouldings and d e n t i l s  were 
rep laced ,  and t h e  e x t e r i o r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  was r e s to red  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  sand- 
s tone  c o l o r  (obtained from i r o n  f i l i n g s )  w i t h  t h e  s tucco  f i n i s h  scored  t o  
i m i t a t e  a s h l a r .  Curved i r o n  d e t a i l s  over  t h e  windows were d i scove red ,  and the  
c a s t  i r o n  ba lconies  around t h e  windows were made v i s i b l e  by t h e  removal of box 
bushes. 

The Bo l l ing  Haxall  House s t a n d s  a s  one of  t h e  few examples 
of  the  I t a l i a n  V i l l a  s t y l e  remaining i n  Richmond. I t  a l s o  ranks among the  
c i t y ' s  most handsomely embell ished ante-bel lum mansions, being ornamented w i t h  
e s p e c i a l l y  no tab le  ironwork. The p u r i t y  of  i t s  s t y l e  demonstrates  t h e  change 
t h a t  took p lace  i n  Richmond bu i ld ing  between t h e  1840's and 1850 ' s .  I t  i s  t o  
t h e  c r e d i t  of t h e  Woman's Club t h a t  the  house w a s  preserved through a n  e r a  
when t h e  I t a l i a n  s t y l e  was gene ra l ly  unappreciated.  
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BOLLING HAXALL HOUSE - Sign i f i cance  

A w r i t e r  f o r  t h e  Richmond Dispatch of  1858 descr ibed  t h e  new - 
house of M r .  Bo l l ing  Haxal l  a t  211 E. F rank l in  S t r e e t  a s  a n  example of t h e  

- I t a l i a n  V i l l a  s t y l e  adapted t o  t h e  c i t y  and a house "remarkable f o r  i t s  
comfort ,  convenience, and elegance."  Tne c o n t r a c t o r s  were John and George 
Gibson. The model f o r  t h e  house was be l ieved  t o  have come from a coun te rpa r :  
i n  Brooklyn, New York. 

Bo l l ing  W. Haxal l  was t h e  f i f t h  son of  a  prosperous m i l l  owner, 
P h i l i p  Haxall .  Tne former Haxall  began h i s  c a r e e r  a s  a  c l e r k  i n  t h e  Haxal 
M i l l s  and became a p a r t n e r  i n  1842. He had a  wide range of bus iness  

i n  the  Dispatch o f  June, 1885, r e f e r r e d  t o  him a s  "a most e n e r g e t i c  success  
f u l  man of bus iness ,  whoseadvice was o f t e n  sought  and h igh ly  valued."  H i s  

t a l e n t s  f o r  he  was a l s o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Old Dominion I r o n  and Nai l  Wor 
and had a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Richmond and Petersburg  Railroad.  His o b i t u a r y  

,* 
house i s  a  test imony t o  h i s  m a t e r i a l  success  and t o  t h e  t a s t e  of t h e  time. 

Haxal l  s o l d  h i s  house t o  D r .  Francis  T. W i l l i s  i n  1869 and 
moved t o  t h e  b lock  west ,  a c r o s s  from'Linden Row. D r .  W i l l i s  made s e v e r a l  
changes i n  t h e  house. He added a b e a u t i f u l  walnut  s t a i rway  and frescoed 
w a l l s  w i t h  hardwood wainscot ing  on t h e  m a i n  f l o o r .  H i s  eye f o r  beauty l e d  
t o  t ragcdy,  however, f o r  h i s  daughter ,  Emily, a  s leepwalker ,  was k i l l e d  i n  
a  f a l l  down the  curv ing  s t a i r c a s e .  In d e s p a i r ,  D r .  Willis so ld  the  house 
i n  1900 t o  t h e  Woman's Club, which had been formed by Mrs. L. L. Lewis i n  
1894 f o r  t h e  " l i t e r a r y  c u l t u r e  of i t s  members; f o r  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  
s o c i a l ,  and moral development, and t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  i nd iv idua l  e f f o r t s  
f o r  humanity ." To pay o f f  t h e i r  mortgage, t h e  l a d i e s  of the  c lub  rented  
the second and t h i r d  f l o o r s  of the  house and t h e  ou tbu i ld ings  a s  aparl-nicut> 

I n  1916, t h e  burgeoning enrol lment  of  t h e  c lub  requi red  the  ad-  
d i t i o n  of a n  audi tor ium t o  t h e  back of  the  house. This p a r t i a l l y  des t roye  
the  r e a r  porches on two f l o o r s .  The audi tor ium was enlarged  i n  1924. I 

i 

1928 saw some major changes on t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  Bol l ing  I 
Haxall house. A p a r t i t i o n  was removed from between t h e  double pa r lou r  on 
t h e  second f l o o r  i n  o r d e r  t o  make a l a r g e  assembly room. The t h i r d  f l o o r  
was converted i n t o  s t u d i o s  w i t h  a  s e p a r a t e  e n t r y  and s t a i rway ,  and a  
balcony was added t o  t h e  auditor ium. 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 196G (Publ ic  L a w  

89-h65). I hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion 

in  the National Regis ter  and certify that i t  has  been 

evaluated according to  the  criteria and proce&res set 

forth by the National Perk Service. The recommended 

level  of significance of this nomiMtiOn is :  

National @ State Local  0 
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